Sen. Kim Elton

Sen. Kim Elton

From: payroli@ci.nome.ak.us on behalf of Dana Handeland [dhandeland@nomealaska.org]

Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2009 8:29 AM

To: Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Gary
Stevens

Subject: supporter of SB 57

Donny,

I want to thank you any your fellow Senators for supporting Charter Schools in Alaska. We
have actively worked for the past several years to provide a more permanent "fix" to the
funding dilemma that we face due to the typical charter school enrollment and the current
method of funding. We believe that great strides have been taken with SB 57.

Our school here in Nome has an enrollment of 44 which is capped due to space constraints
at the current facility. We are paired with the largest school in our district causing
concerns each year of whether we still can continue to provide the Nome community with
optional educational opportunities. We have a proven program and a waiting list each year.

We work hand in hand with our district, many times providing a venue to try new methods
that can later be implemented into the larger district.

Providing a more equitable funding formula for charter schools only furthers the endless
opportunities that our Alaskan education system can provide all Alaskan children
especially in the future.

Thank you again for your continued support. The community of Nome appreciates this most
important work for our children.

Dana Handeland
Anvil City Science Academy, APC member

Sen. Kim Elton 1 1/28/2009 9:32 AM
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Sen. Kim Elton

From: jodi [jodiwynne@verizon.net]

Sent:  Tuesday, January 27, 2009 1:25 PM
To: Sen. Kim Elton

Subject: Support for our school

Dear Senator Elton,

My name is Jodi Scolamiero. My husband David and I have our 1% grade son at Juneau Community
Charter School (JCCS) this year and hope to have our 28 5on start there next year.

First, we would like to thank you for all your past support for our wonderful school.

We are thrilled to have the opportunity to send our children to a school such as JCCS. Without an
option such as JCCS we fear our child would not be thriving as he has this past year. Due to his
personality and learning style we have determined that the type of education JCCS offers is best
suited for our children in that the school is smaller, therefore giving a more secure atmosphere. With
the class size remaining the same as the district average, children are able to experience learning in
smaller groups as well as giving a multi-grade class situation where each child can benefit from
student mentoring as well as being a student mentor.

Next, I would like to add to the collective voice asking for your further support for the upcoming bill
SB 57 giving smaller Charter schools the same funding as larger neighborhood schools. Without this
increase in funding we fear our beloved school will not survive more than a couple of more years.
The JCCS is a valuable addition to Juneau’s wonderful elementary educational system. The school
has proven itself academically with students ranking high on standardized testing scores, and also in
that there is a high success rate for students transitioning back into the neighborhood school setting.

SB 57 would not only benefit our existing Charter school but give opportunity for more schools such
as JCCS to establish and thrive. This would give parents even more choices when choosing what
setting would be best for their individual children. In my opinion giving each child the type of
education that works best for him or her is in essence ensuring our future as well as theirs.

Thank you so much for your time and support,
Jodi Scolamiero

1/28/2009
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Sen. Kim Elton

From: Jeri Kohlin [jeri_kohlin@hotmail.com]

Sent:  Tuesday, January 27, 2009 1:35 PM

To: Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Gary Stevens
Subject: Senate Bill 57

To: The Senate Education Committee

Dear Senators,

First of all, I would like to thank each of you for your past support to increase charter school funding.
Secondly, I would like to ask the Education Committee to, please, support SB 57 making it possible for
charter schools of 150 or less to receive funding based on the same per student rate as larger

schools.  Our school, Juneau Community Charter School, offers an educational program that isn’t
available elsewhere in the school district. Although the overall school size is small, class size is no
smaller than elsewhere in the school district. JCCS is able to support every child's attitude and
enthusiasm towards learning, provides highly enriched curriculum while developing strong thinking
skills while implementing increased parental involvement, multi-age classes, trips into the community,
teacher autonomy, more opportunities for parent/teacher interaction than if he attended a larger
neighborhood school. JCCS is a good “fit” for the needs of my child and family specifically because the
curriculum is individualized to challenge each child at their skill level, in all domains, while supporting
positive self esteem, diversity, and community involvement.

JCCS has proven itself educationally. Its students perform well on standardized tests and do well when
they transition back into the neighborhood school settings. The Juneau school district supports this bill
and has included increased charter school funding in its list of legislative priorities as well.

Education isn’t one size fits all. It’s important for families to have choice. Different settings are a better
fit for some children and their families than others. All children should be allowed the opportunity to
learn and succeed in a way that reaches their own unique learning style. We value our school, how it
impacts our family, and the community of families (which includes staff and volunteers) that make it
happen and strongly feel our children should not be penalized by inadequate funding. Currently, the
funding situation is so inadequate that our school will have to close within 2-3 years.

Please, support our students and schools by authorizing same per student rate as larger schools receive.
If we as parents felt the local neighborhood schools were the best fit for meeting the individual needs of
our children, they would be attending those schools now and receiving the funds we are asking for now.
But that is not the case, please, support our children now where they are excelling.

Thank you for your consideration and support,
Jeri Kohlin

1/28/2009



Sen. Kim Elton

Sen. Kim Elton

From: jgeselle@gci.net on behalf of Jon Geselle {jgeselle@gci.net]

Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 2:47 PM

To: Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Gary
Stevens

Cc: Catherine Reardon

Subject: In support of SB 57

Dear Senators,

We are writing to thank you for your past support for charter schools. Your support is
critical to providing educational options for the next generation of Alaskans.

We are also writing to express our support of SB 57. Should this bill pass it would allow
smaller school districts across the state to offer charter school options to the families
they serve. This is important for many reasons, but foremost is the fact that not all
students thrive in a traditional academic setting.

To this, we speak from experience. Our son Ezra has excelled at the Juneau Community
Charter School because of the arts integrated curriculum and small overall school size. In
this environment his social confidence has steadily grown allowing him to experience
successes he did not have in a larger school setting.

I hope that you too will support SB 57, thus providing educational options for the future
of Alaska.

Thank vyou,

Annie & Jon Geselle

Sen. Kim Elton 1 1/28/2009 9:29 AM
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Sen. Kim Elton

From: Diane Cathcart [Diane_Cathcart@ci.juneau.ak.us]

Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 2:53 PM

To: Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Gary Stevens
Cc: Catherine Reardon

Subject: Support for SB57

Dear Senators and Staff,
Thank you for taking 2 moment out of your busy schedules to read this email.
| am writing to request your full support of SB57-An Act Relating to Charter School Funding.

As you are well aware; education is not a one size fits all. It is important for families to have a choice
and different settings are a better fit for different children and their families. By creating more equitable
funding it helps ensure small charter schools will continue to exist. Small Charter Schools are
constantly trying to reach out to families with diverse needs for their children; whether it is a smaller
overall school size so children don’t feel “lost” in the crowd or children that have special learning
needs. Small Charter Schools have the ability to help more children that are in danger of falling
through the cracks, if they are properly funded. In my humble opinion this also helps relieve the stress
larger schools may feel from trying to help children in need while maintaining the needs of the general
school populous.

Full funding for ALL our children and schools should be every Alaskans priority; we owe it to our
children and their future.
Thank you for your time and your service to our State.

Sincerely,
Diane Cathcart (Juneau Community Charter School 4/5/6 Class parent)
310 Irwin St Apt B

Juneau, AK 99801
907-523-2166

1/28/2009
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Sen. Kim Elton

From: Tim and Jeannie [tjmaxa@gmail.com]
Sent:  Tuesday, January 27, 2009 9:44 PM
To: Sen. Kim Elton

Subject: SB 57 - Charter school funding

January 27, 2009

Dear Senator Elton,

I am writing to express my support for SB57. I believe legislation like this will provide more equitable
funding for small charter schools. I like SB 57 because it is comprehensive and effectively addresses the
very different needs of different types of small charter schools and their host school districts.

I currently have two children attending the Juneau Community Charter School. My eleven year old son has
attended the charter school for all 6 years of his education and my youngest son is in first grade.

I believe Charter schools are an important way to provide for school choice in Alaska and support parent
involvement in education. We are very happy that the Juneau Community Charter School exists to provide a
small school environment (a total of 66 children in the school) and involve parents in the school in
meaningful ways. [ want my children to be educated in a small environment and want to be involved in their
education. We like the multi-age classrooms, the daily interaction between children of different ages, and
the whole child view of education.

Since home schooling is not an option for our family due to employment obligations we are happy to have a
charter school available to address many of our needs. My older son was born with a serious congenital
heart defect that has required many open heart surgeries and has had special physical needs. We have
greatly appreciated him being able to attend a small school where his needs are known and met within the
regular classroom.

I believe Charter Schools have an important place in Alaska's education system. I hope that through your
efforts, solutions to the challenges faced especially by small charter schools can be addressed. The current
funding situation means it is very difficult for a charter school with under 150 students to operate. Alaska is
a state of small numbers and we need legislation that will allow charter schools of all sizes to thrive.
Without this legislation our charter school may have to close in the next 2-3 years. SB57 will make a big
difference and allow small charter schools to survive in Alaska and offer valuable educational alternatives
throughout the state.

Please support more equitable funding of charter schools to allow educational options around the state.
Thanks very much for your attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,

Jeannie Monk
Juneau Community Charter school parent

Tim, Jeannie, Max and Aaron

1/28/2009
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Sen. Kim Elton

From: Linda Newman [newman@alaska.net]

Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2009 12:35 AM

To: Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Gary Stevens
Cc: Catherine Reardon; Sen. Kim Elton

Subject: Fwd: Thank you for Senate Bill 57

Dear Members of the Senate Education Committee: My wife and I are forwarding a copy of this email
that we sent to Senator Kim Elton earlier this week. We are sending this to you so that you can see how
much we appreciate his co-sponsorship of Senate Bill 57, and so that you will know that we are grateful
to you for considering this bill. Thank you for the support you've provided charter schools in the past;
we hope you will support this effort to assist Alaska's small charter schools, which currently operate
under an inequitable and unsustainable funding scheme. We look forward to the discussion about the
bill at your Thursday meeting.

Sincerely,

Tony and Linda Newman
newman(@alaska.net

Begin forwarded message:

From: Linda Newman <newman@alaska.net>
Date: January 25, 2009 11:11:53 PM AKST
To: Senator_Kim_Elton@legis.state.ak.us
Subject: Thank you for Senate Bill 57

Senator Elton: Every year for the past several we've written to you to ask for your help in
trying to fund Alaska's small charter schools, including Juneau's, in a more equitable

way. We're extremely pleased and excited to be able to write to you tonight and thank you
for taking leadership on this issue right away this session, by cosponsoring Senate Bill 57.

If this bill successfully makes it through the legislative process and passes into law this
year it will provide relief to the Juneau Community Charter School just in the nick of

time. We know that we've said in my prior letters to you that the situation is already
urgent, but this year, for the first year in the seven years that we've been involved as
parents of JCCS students, we are operating at a budget deficit and drawing down the
school's savings. We probably have less than two years of funding left at the rate we're
depleting the savings. The Charter School simply can't operate indefinitely on the unfair
funding formula that leaves charter schools funded at a per-student rate that is significantly
lower than other similar-sized schools in the district. We've all but resigned ourselves to the
fact that our kids' school will likely need to close in a year or two because it will simply run
out of money. (Believe us, we've exhausted ourselves trying to fundraise out of this mess.)

The importance of this bill for all of Juneau's kids is demonstrated by the fact that the
Juneau School District has made more equitable small charter school funding one of its
legislative priorities this year, and has resolved to support us in our efforts to correct the
current funding inequity. We've just reviewed the bill and have exchanged a few emails
with our fellow Charter School parents, and we are in agreement that the approach outlined

1/28/2009
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through this bill may be the best one yet. This bill makes it possible for small schools to
operate, but still maintains the legislature’s intent to encourage the formation of larger
schools.

In our prior-year emails and letters to you on this issue we've taken much time and space to
tell you about our kids and how much they--our whole family--gain from our participation
in Juneau's Charter School. All of those things remain true. Our kids are learning so much
and so well, but best of all, the Charter School has become an important part of all our lives
because of the community that's grown around it.

Let us know what you would like us to do to assist you in securing passage of this bill this
year.

Sincerely,

Tony and Linda Newman
308 Distin Avenue
Juneau, AK 99801
586-2172
newman(@alaska.net

1/28/2009
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Sen. Kim Elton

From: aukebaybetty@alaska.net

Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2009 8:06 AM

To: Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Gary Stevens; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Donny
Olson

Cc: Catherine Reardon

Subject: SB 57

Attachments: Dear Senator Elton.docx

W

Dear Senator
Elton.docx (136 K...

Dear Senate Education Committee Members: Senator Elton, Senator Davis, Senator Huggins,
Senator Stevens and Senator Olson,

Attached is a letter in support of SB 57. Please share your support with other Senators
and House Members to help pass this bill.

Thank you very much for your support.

Beth Rivest

Sen. Kim Elton 1 1/28/2009 9:23 AM



January 26, 2009

Dear Senator Elton, Senator Davis, Senator Olson, Senator Huggins and Senator
Stevens; members of the Senate Education Committee:

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 57. It is a well written piece of legislation that
would help small charter schools continue to serve students all across Alaska. These
students’ schools are in need of more equitable funding to support salaries and
supplies. [ am grateful you support charter schools as an option for parents to meet
their child’s needs.

[ have three children in the Juneau School District public school system. I chose to
enroll in the lottery when my eldest child was in the first grade. Luckily she got in
the charter school and since the second grade it has been a wonderful educational
and social environment for her and her siblings.

While I attended Arizona State University as a college student, I took almost every
math class offered. | have always loved math and the sciences. The methods used to
teach math at the charter school are rigorous, build solid understandings of number
patterns and such strong flexibility in solving problems that I sincerely wished I had
had the opportunity to be exposed to and to learn math in such a progressive, skill-
building, visual way. It is exciting to see students experience this type of meaningful
math.

I attended public school throughout my life and I loved school, however I believe my
children are far more comfortable and intensely involved in their projects while also
thoroughly enjoying attending school. They are being given an exceptional chance to
become all they can. The projects that incorporate writing, research, art, social
studies/science and teambuilding are solid methods of fun and learning. The
parents of these students become involved as well and work hard to support this
small charter school.

The Juneau Community Charter School is in need of financial support. Parents
contribute by supporting teachers in the classroom, helping teachers prep for the

- week to come, we work around the school facility to build shelves, clean and make it
work efficiently. Parents also work very hard to fundraise to meet the financial
commitments it takes to run the charter school. It is sorely underfunded at present.

The charter school has been part of the Juneau School District, serving a wide array
of students for over ten years. It sets high standards and builds leadership,
competence and love of our environment in such a compassionate manner.

To be very honest, if it were not for the charter school, I know I would begin a small
child-care business and home school my children.

It has been stated, from President Obama to our Governor’s State of the State, that
education is one of the top legislative priorities. I sincerely hope that funding small



charter schools, through creative use of resources, educate children in a way that
many children need, to become successful is also a priority within your committee.

In Alaska, small charter schools are funded dramatically lower per student
compared to district counterparts. This bill recognizes charter schools as important
options and is an attempt to balance educational funding per student at a reasonable
percentage.

Please continue your support and know that small charter schools are doing
important works on behalf of students all across Alaska, in particular here in Juneau.
Please know that besides the many, many parents and educators who believe in the
success of small charter schools and its’ students high achievement, test scores and
critical thinking skills we have no lobbying force to help other Senators or House
members understand this issue. Please I ask each of you to help by sharing your
support for SB 57.

Thank you for your work on behalf of Senate Bill 57.
Sincerely,

Beth Rivest, wife of a hard-working, small business owner; loving and caring parent
of three wonderful children; and a member of the Juneau Community.



Sen. Kim Elton

Sen. Kim Elton

From: Rhonda Vaughan [rhonda.vaughan@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2009 9:38 AM

To: Sen. Kim Elfon

Subject: Supporting Charter Schools

Dear Mr. Elton,

I'm a parent at Juneau Community Charter School. I'm writing to you to express my hope
that the Charter School funding bill be passed.

If this bill is passed, it would mean a lot to the Charter School families. One major
improvement would be the benefit of having buses for the children. Currently, all
families drive the children to Charter School. Driving downtown twice a day to Charter
School adds many miles to our car and uses a lot gasoline; both have an impact on the
environment. In this time of economic and environmental crisis, a small thing like buses
would make a great change!

Safety would also be improved if the Charter School received bus service. Students who
live downtown can walk to school, but with snow covered sidewalks, they have to walk on
the street, which presents a safety hazard. Parking is very limited at the Charter
School, making drop off and picks up potentially dangerous. Parents have to find a
parking spot that allows space for a car, yet not get hit. Children have to use extra
caution when crossing the street, and as is common with young children, they sometimes
don't look before they leap.

Thank you for your time in reading this, Sen. Elton. The families at Juneau Community
Charter School are eager to see the Charter School funding bill passed.

Regards,

Rhonda Vaughan

209-8950

Sen. Kim Elton 1 1/28/2009 9:45 AM



